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Thank you most  s incerely  for  choosing one

of  our  Pentax 35mm SLR cameras.
Before starting to operate this camera,
please be sure to read this operat ing manual
very carefully to familiarize yourself with
every detail of the features and functions

it  has to offer.  We hope you wi l l  enjoy f ine
photography with th is camera for many
years to come.

Commercia l ly  avai lable lenses and acces-
sories produced by other manufactures
are not  made to our  precise speci f ica-
t ions and therefore,  may cause di f f icu l -
t ies wi th -  or  actual  damage to -  your
Pentax camera.  We do not  assume
any respons ib i l i t y  o r  l iab i l i t y  fo r  d i f -
f  icu l t ies resul t ing f  rom the use of
lenses and accessories made by other
m an ufactu re rs.
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When th is  camera  is  used w i th  any  SMC Pentax-A
or  SMC Pentax-F  lens ,  i t  o f fe rs  four  exposure
modes:  Programmed AE, Aperture-pr ior i ty  AE;
Metered  Manua l  and Programmed Auto  F lash .
When the  lens  aper tu re  i s  se t  to  "A"  pos i t ion ,
the  Programmed AE mode can be  used.  When
the lens aperture is  set  to any f -stop other than
the  "A"  se t t ing ,  the  Aper tu re-pr io r i t y  AE or
Metered Manual  modes can be used.
o  When the  convent iona l  K-moL!n t  lens  is  used,
the camera operates in the Aperture-pr ior i ty  AE
or  Metered  Manua l  mode.

Programmed AE Mode
The camera automat ical ly  selects the most sui table
combinat ion of  shut ter  speed and aperture to obtain
cor rec t  exposure ,  s imu l taneous ly  chang ing  the
combinat ion  accord ing  to  the  br igh tness  o f  the
subject .  This mode is sui table for  those who do not
want to be bothered by set t ing exposure contro ls.

Aperture-priority AE Mode
When you se t  the  aper tu re  manua l ly ,  the  shut te r
speed is automat ical ly  adjusted according to
the br ightness of  the subject  to provide correct
exposure.
Th is  mode is  su i tab le  fo r  tak ing  p ic tu res  fo r  wh ich
the  cont ro l  o f  the  depth  o f  f ie ld  i s  des i rab le ,  such
as port ra i ts ,  etc.

Metered Manual Mode
The combinat ion of  shr. l t ter  speed and aperture is
comple te ly  up  to  you.  Gu ided by  the  meter
ind ica t ion  in  the  v iewf inder ,  you  can ad jus t  bo th
contro ls to obtain proper exposure.  l f  necessary,
del iberate over-  or  underexposure can be obtained.



Programmed l\uto Flash Mode
when you use a Pentax dedicated auto f  lash on th is
camera in i ts Frogramrned AE rnode, the camera
automat ical ly  selects the proper apert [Jre and shut ter
speed to contro l  t lash output  fcr  pro,per f  lash
pictu res.

.  The camera does not  operate unless the bat ter ies
are proper ly inserted.  Be sure to check how they are
inserted before operat ing i t .  Also check i f  the rnain
f f leter  swi tch is  set  to ON or 0FF.
t  Most  f  lashes made by others can be used on th is
camera,  but  Pentax dedicated f  lashes wi l l  of fer  more
conven ien t  func t ions .
Even i f  you  use a  f  lash  w i th  TTL au to  f  lash
prov is ion ,  th is  camera  does  no t  p rov ide  TTL au to
f  lash  opera t ion  "
o  When you use the  accessor ies  such as  Ex tens ion
Tubes,  lVl icnoscope Adapter,  etc.  that  are nnounted
between the camena body and lens,  th is carnena
operates in the Aperture-pr ior i ty  AF or M{etered
Manual merde" The Fn"ogrannrned AE rnocJe cani?CIt
be useC.
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O Exposure counter
O Sel f - t imer lamp
O Shutter  d ia l
O Shutter-release bu tton
O Fi lm-wind lever
O Hot shoe
lD Self-timer lever
O Main swi tch
O Fi lm-rewind/Back-

cover-release knob
@ Exposu re-memory-lock

button
O Cable-release socket
(D Mount index
@ Preview lever
@ Lenslock-release lever
(D Grip
(D Strap{ug
@ Lens-al ignment node
(D Aperture scale/r ing
(9 Aperture-"A" index
@ "A"- lock-re lease

(D Focusing r ing
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@ Fi lm-rewind crank
@ Viewfinder eyepiece
(D Fi lmsprocket  spool
(D Fi lm-take-up spool
@ Back cover
@ Fi lm- informat ion

window

@ Fi lm- leader*nd mark
(D Fi lm-rewind but ton
@ Shutter  curta in
@ Tripod socket
@ Batterychamber cap
@ Fi lm chamber
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This camera is  powered by two 1.5-vol t  a lkal ine or  s i lver-
oxide bat ter ies.  (L i th ium bat ter ies are not  usable.)

o Open the bat tery chamber cover by s l id ing i t  in  the
direct ion of  the arrow.

r  lnsert  the two bat ter ies
(+) s ides facing upward,

into the chamber wi th their
and c lose the cover.

o As i l lustrated,  turn the power on by s l id ing the main

switch in the di rect ion of  the arrow.



.  Press the shut ter  re lease but ton hal f -way and make sure that
a shut ter  speed appears on the lef t  s ide of  the v iewf inder.

Timer switch
The bu i l t - in  t imer  sw i tch  au tomat ica l l y  tu rns  the  power  o f f  in  about
ten  seconds a f te r  you  re lease your  f inger  o f f  the  shut te r  bu t ton .

Battery check
l f  no  shut te r  speed is  d isp layed in  the  v iewf inder  even w i th  a  s l igh t
pressure on the shut ter  but ton,  the bat ter ies have no power or  may
be improper ly  inser ted .

When batteries weaken
When the bat ter ies are becoming weak,  the shut ter  speed displayed
in  the  v iewf inder  s ta r ts  to  b l ink  s lowly  a t  the  speed o f  once per
second. l f  so,  replace the bat ter ies immediately.  l f  the bat ter ies are
completely exhausted,  the shut ter  but ton does not  re lease the
shut te r .

7 o
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lrig 4ra: iai

To mount or  interchange Pentak K,  KA and Kaf mount lenses,
fo l low the steps below.

o Remove the body mount cap and the rear lens cap.  l f  the f inder
cap is  st i l l  on the eyepiece,  remove i t .
o Al ign the red dot  on the camera body wi th the red dot  on the
lens  (See  6 ,@) .  Sea t  the  lens  in  the  body  moun t  and  tu rn  i t
c lockwise unt i l  the lens locks wi th a c l ick.  When mount ing the
lens in d im l ight ,  method (O) is  recommended. This method
a l lows  lens  moun t ing  by  touch .
Al ign the ra ised node on lens barrel  wi th the lens re lease by
touch.  Then turn and lock as above.
o To remove the lens cap,  press in on the notches at  both s ides.
o To remove the lens,  turn the lens counter-c lockwise whi le
pressing the lens re lease lever.
o Af ter  removing a lens f rom the camera body,  put  the f ront

and rear lens caps to protect  the lens f rom dust  and sta ins.

Note:  Don' t  damage or sta in the electr ical  contact  points on the
mount face.  When they become stained,  wipe them with a c lean,
dry c loth.
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Setting the wind lever for rapid shooting
The fi lm wind lever can be set at the stand-off
position for faster fi lm advance. Even if you
remove your thumb from the lever,  i t  remains at
the stand-of f  angle,  ready for  the next  quick shot .
After completing a series of pictures, the lever
should be pushed in to the or ig inal  posi t ion.

Exposure counter
The scale is  indexed as fo l lows:
S r o 0  o 2 o  4 . . . . .  . o 2 O . . . . .
2 4 o . . . o 3 6 .
In te r locked  w i th  the  f i lm  w ind
mechanism, th is counter  indicates the
number of  exposed f rames.

Film advance stroke
The f i lm wind lever should be thrown as far  as i t
goes.
Note:  The wind lever may stop in the middle of
a stroke when the f i lm comes to i ts  end.  Do not
force the lever and rewind the f i lm leaving the
lever as i t  is .

Stand-off angle

9 o
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o Main switch
To release the shut ter ,  be sure to turn the main swi tch to ON.
When the main swi tch is  of f ,  the shut ter  cannot be re leased and
the meter remains of f .

o Shutter release button
As you turn the main swi tch on and press the shut ter  re lease
button hal f -way,  the meter wi l l  turn on,  and a fur ther pressure on
the shut ter  but ton wi l l  re lease the shut ter .

o Shutter speed dial
When shoot ing in the Aperture-pr ior i ty  AE or Metered Manual
mode, turn the shut ter  d ia l  unt i l  the desired shut ter  speed al igns
with the index (red l ine).
A = Aperture-pr ior i ty  AE
1000 -  1 = 1/1000 -  1 sec.  (Metered Manual)
B = Bulb ( long-t ime exposure)
100 = 1| IQQ sec.  ( f lash-sync speed)
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D X  F I L M

This camera automat ical ly  sets the ISO f i lm speed
of DX-coded f i lm when i t  is  loaded into the f i lm
chamber.  Therefore,  you are recommended to use
on ly  DXcoded  f i lm  in  th i s  camera .  ( l f  non -DX f i lm
is loaded the camera wi l l  automat ical ly  set  the f i lm
speed to 100,  whatever f i lm speed i t  may have;  in
other words,  the only non-DX f  i lm usable for  th is
camera  i s  one  w i th  ISO 100 . )

The f i lm speeds which can be automat ical ly  set  by
this camera range f rom ISO 25 to 1600, so be sure
to use the DX-coded f i lm having a f i lm speed wi th in
th is range.

cdilfyColor Fil,n
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Always load or  unload f i lm in the camera in
a shady spot ,  or  shie ld i t  f rom direct  sunl ight
wi th your body.

As i l lustrated,  unfold the rewind crank by
push ing  i t  w i th  your  f i nge r -na i l .
Pul l  the rewind knob upwards unt i l  the back
cover snaps open.
Sl ide the f i lm cart r idge into the f  i lm chamber
wi th the f  lat  s ide up.  Lock the cart r idge in p lace

by pushing the rewind knob down, rotat ing i t
s l ight ly  making sure that  i t  gr ips the spool .

(D P i tm chamber

€)  Gu ide  ra i l s

€) Sprocket teeth

Keep the DX-information

scratches, dirt ,  dust, etc.

O Spoo l  tee th

O  f  l t m  l e a d e r  e n d  m a r k
( )  DX- in fo rmat ion  p ins

pins free from
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o As i l lustrated,  pul l  the f i lm leader out  so that
i ts  end al igns wi th the @ f i lm leader end mark
(red bar) ;  in other words,  br ing the f  i lm leader
end wi th in the length of  the bar.
o Make sure that the perforations on the bottom
side of  the f i lm have engaged the O sprocket
teeth.
r  Also make sure that  the f i lm is proper ly p laced
between the two O guide rails.
o Take up any s lack lef t  in the f i lm so that  the
f i lm is f  la t  as shown, by rewinding i t  s l ight ly  into
the cart r idge.
o  When  a  f i lm  w i th  a  h igher  ISO number  i s
loaded, do not leave the camera out of the case
for  a long t ime.

1 3 .
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Close the back cover,  making sure that  i t  has snapped f i rmly in

place.

r  Cock the f i lm wind lever whi le checking to see i f  the f i lm rewind

knob turns in the di rect ion of  the arrow.

o Repeat making blank exposures unt i l  "0"  appears in the exposure

counter. The next frame is ready for the first shot.

The f  i lm- inf lormat ion window on the back cover wi l l  te l l  you i f

the f  i lm is  loaded or not .
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When you reach the end of  the ro l l ,  the f  i lm wind lever wi l l  s top
moving abrupt ly  -  maybe at  some point  in the middle of  a stroke.
Do not  force the lever beyond the number of  exposures shown on
the cart r idge.

o Press the f i lm rewind but ton recessed in the bot tom of  the
camera.

o Unfold the crank and turn i t  c lockwise al l  the way unt i l  you feel
i t  loosen when the f i lm leader re leases f rom the take-up spool .

o When the rewinding is  over,  l i f t  the rewind knob l ight ly  to open
the back cover,  and take the cart r idge out .

l f  you accidental ly  opened the back cover wi thout  rewinding
the  f  i lm ,  c lose  i t  immed ia te l y ,  s ince  the  f i lm  excep t  the  las t
several  f rames might  be saved.

1 5 .
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o To attach the strap to the camera, first pass the
end of  the strap through the strap lug on the
camera,  fo ld i t  back,  then pass i t  through the strap
r ing,  and through the strap c lasp and the last  r ing.
The strap end may be passed through the inside or
outs ide of  the c lasp.
o Remove the front cover from the back cover.
Put  the camera in the back cover and put  both
case hooks around the camera's st rap eyelets.
The camera is  now held securely in p lace.

e The sof t  case for  th is camera is  avai lable in two
sizes:  P-S for  the camera wi th a standard 50mm
lens,  and P-L2 f  or  the camera wi th a zoom lens
such as 28 -  80mm.

PENTA)(
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Various exposure data descr ibed at  r ight  are
displayed by LED on the lef t  s ide of  the v iewf inder.

P . . . . . . .  Programmed AE mode
M . , . . . . . . . . . . . .  Metered Manual  mode
1000 -  1 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Shut ter  speeds f rom

1/1000  to  1  sec .
t  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  F lash-ready indicat ion
Bl inking . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Overexposure i  ndica-
"1000" t i on  (b l i nks  fou r  t imes

per second)
Bf ink ing "  1"  . . . . . . . . .Underexposure indica-

t i on  (b l i nks  fou r  t imes
per second)

(The above two indicat ions also appear
when the exposure combinat ion is  out
of  the shut ter /aperturecoupl ing range
or the meter ing range.)

Camera-shake (slow-shutter-speed )
warning . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .30 -  1 appears in orange
Shutter speed
in  use  {b l i nks } . . . . . . . .Memory  lock

LED =  L igh t -Emi t t i ng  D iode

Microprism

Split-imige

*",," screen
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You can focus  in  th ree  ways ,  w i th  the  sp l i t -
image,  mic ropr ism,  and/or  mat te  f ie ld .  To  focus
us ing  the  sp l i t - image,  tu rn  the  focus lng  r ing
unt i l  the  two images in  the  sp l i t - image c i rc le  a t
the center  of  the focusing screen are perfect ly

a l i gned .  When  us ing  t he  m ic rop r i sm  co l l a r ,
focus  un t i l  the  g l i t te r  d isappears  f rom ins ide  the
co l la r .  Wi th  the  mat te  f ie ld ,  focus  un t i l  the
image on  the  mat te  f ie ld  appears  sharp  and
cr isp .
Note :  l f  the  max imum aper tu re  o f  the  a t tached
lens  is  smal le r  than f /5 .6  ( fo r  example ,  f  lB  as  in
the  case o f  a  long te lephoto) ,  i t  i s  eas ie r  to  focus
on the  mat te  f  ie ld  s ince  the  sp l i t - image and
micropr ism co l la r  a reas  become much too  dark
for  sat is factory focusi  ng.

Diopter adjustment for viewf inder eyepiece
People who wear eyeglasses due to myopia,
hypermet rop ia  o r  p resbyop ia ,  somet imes f ind  i t
d i f f  i cu l t  t o  f ocus  wh i l e  wea r i ng  t he i r  g l asses .  I n
th is case,  use the accessory diopter  correct ion
f enses M (See page 421 .
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Proper hold ing of  the camera is  essent iaf  to
minimize camera shake which causes brurred
pictures.  Pract ice hold ing and operat ing your
camera before insert ing your f i rs t  f i rm cart r idge.
General fy there are three basic ways to hofd the
camera.  f  n any case,  hold the camera t ight ly  to
your  face  w i th  your  hands .  The gr ips  o i  th is
camera wir f  hef  p you keep a steady hord on your
camera.  Release the shut ter  gent ly  whi le hold ing
your breath.  Strong pressure on the shut ter

re lease but ton may cause blurred photographs.
Take a secure,  wef l -balanced posture wi t f rout
s t ra in ing  yourser f .  The por t ion  marked o  in  the
i f  f  us t ra t ion  shou ld  be  drawn to  your  body .  l t  i s
a good idea to stabi l ize your body and the camera
us ing  a  t ree ,  bu i ld ing  wa l l ,  tab le ,  e tc .  For  long
exposures or  whi le using te lephoto lenses,  i t  is
recommended to use a t r ipod in order to reduce
camera  shake to  a  min imum.

1 9 .
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